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Rather stupefying article by Morand at the head of 1933, the new
weekly that Massis is launching. Others wished for "more light."
Morand wishes for more air. "Give us air! Give us air!" is the title of
the article, in which he explains what lie means by this. The article
ends with this sentence: "We want clean corpses/' which I could not
manage to understand. I had to have it explained to me. He was al-
luding, I was told, to the recent assassination of Dufrenne.35 Does
Morand then want only respectable people to be killed?
Lausanne, SO November
Settled here for the last three weeks, I am keeping an eye on and
pretending to direct the rehearsals of the play taken from my Caves du
Vatican, which the young Bellettriens of Lausanne had got the idea
of performing for their annual celebration.36 Excellent occasion to
mate contact with the youth of French Switzerland.
Arnold Naville had given me, before I left Paris, a pamphlet on
the- shooting of 9 November of last year in Geneva, which I read
with a very keen interest. Having obtained (not without difficulty, for
it is not found in any bookshop or at any news-stand) several copies,
I gave one to G. L., at whose house I had gone to lunch. Yesterday I
received from G. L. a rather long letter of protest: "And to begin with,
how can anyone dare to compare that affair with the Dreyfus affair!
No connection," G. L. asserts. But there is; there is; in both cases I find
the same respect for the judgment of the courts, the same refusal to
examine it anew. "I skimmed through the pamphlet," says G. L. He
should have read it attentively. He protests of the excellence of the
judges, of their complete honorability, of the well-known subversive
attitude of some of the writers of the pamphlet, exactly as the anti-
dreyfusards did when faced with Zola's Taccuse.^ His mind is made
up; he will not change his opinion. Useless to try to discuss. Conse-
quently I content myself with thanking him for his letter in the most
courteous and polite way I can.
To be sure, G. L. is already excited, and to the point of exaspera-
36 Oscar Dufrenne, Municipal Councillor for the 10th Arrondissement
and director of several big theaters, including the Folies Bergere, was found
dead in his office on 25 September 1933, his skull fractured by blows from
Si joammer*
36   Andr6 Gide himself adapted in 1933 his sotie of 1914 into a three-act
farce in 17 tableaux. This text was presented in December 1933 at Lausanne,
Montreux, and Geneva by the Soci6t6 "Belles-Lettres"; it will soon be pub-
lished for the first time in Volume V of the Th6dtre complet d'AndrS Gide
(Ides et Calendes, NeucMtel). An inferior adaptation by Yvonne Lartigaud
was pkyed at the Th4&tre des Champs-filys6es in Paris.
37  Zola's famous letter of accusation appeased in VAurore in January
1898 and made such charges that he himself was twice tried and sentenced.